
COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMSSIONERS

WORK SESSION
MINUTES

April22,2003

The Columbia County Board of Commissioners met in scheduled session with Commissioner Joe

Corsiglia and Commissioner Anthony Hyde, together with Sarah Tysorl Assistant County Counsel,

and Jan Greenhalgtr, Board Secretary. Commissioner Bernhard was not present.

Commissioner Corsiglia called the meeting to order.

ASSESSMENT & rAxArrON GRANT:

Sue Poling, ChiefAppraiser, came before the Board regarding the Assessment & Taxation grant

document and to answer any questions the Board may have. Commissioner Hyde stated that this is
standard procedure and the County is notified in advance of what we will receive. This is aheady
budgeted for. With that, Commissioner Hyde moved and Commissioner Corsiglia seconded to
approve the resolution for Coltrmbia County to participate in the Assessment & Taxation Grant,
resolution number to be assigned. The motion carried unanimously.

RUTII BAKERI .CLOSED FANK ACCOUNTS:

Ruth Bakero Finance Director, carne before tlre Board to seek approval to close the tluee following
bank accounts: 1) Local Government Investment Pool Account #5136. This account was set up to
account separately for various srnall investments. This is an unnecessary step and in frct
complicates matters rather than simplifies thern The ftnds would be rolled into our main pool
account #5641and accounted for withthe rest of the other funds;Z)Local Government Investment
Pool Account #4050. This account was set up to account separately for jail bond proceeds. This
could be accomplished in account #5641;3) til/ashington Mutual Account #935-802656-0. This

account was set up to track A&T funds. There is no reason to have this ftnd in a separate bank
account. This balance would be rolled over to the account which contains all unsegregated funds.

The auditors have also suggested these accounts be closed. After little discussion, Commissioner
Hyde moved and Commissioner Corsiglia seconded to authorize the Finance Director to close the

three mentioned bank accounts, subject to approval by County Counsel. The motion carried
unanimously.

REOUEST TO FILL VACANT ACCOUNTING POSITION:

While in attendance, Ruth inforrned the Board that she will need to replace the accounting position

in her department. Jean is on vacation this week, but stated that she would post the position
immediately uponher retur& withBoard approval. Commissioner Corsiglia stated that ifthe
position needs to be filled, then we should move forward with that. However, he will be scheduling

an executive session next week to discuss the loss ofthis employee and his concerns with the
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process on how this was dealt with. With that, Commissioner Hyde moved and Commissioner
Corsiglia seconded to approve the recruitment ofthe accounting position vacated in
the Finance Department. The motion carried unanimously.

DAVE HItt; No.TICn To PRQCSED, roR PABAMETBIXT

Dave flill, Public Works Director, came before the Board to request approval to give Parametrix
authorization to proceed with the remaining preliminary engineering work on Phase lb for the road
improverrents to Port Westwmd. This is the second part of Phase 1. Paramehix has been given
notice to proceed for up to $125,000 in Phase la. There is an EDA grant of $663,000 of which the
County's rnatch is $198,900. EDA is pressuring tlre Countyto spend the remaining balance ofthat,
which is $538,000.

On a separate issue, Commissioner Hyde reported on sonr legislation that is up for hearing today,
which is to appeal IIB 3551. This bilt would autornaticalb double the time allowed for ethanol
production in an enterprise zone. It would take it from 50% of accessed value to l}V/a and would
include the property as well as the personal property. Ifthis passes, the County would lose $12
million

After discussion on the possible effects oftlB 3551, there was a consen$us ofthe Board to allow
Dave to give Parametrix authorizationto proceed withPhase l{b).

TQDP pUGpAlF." LpS DT8ECTOR:

Update on Trausfer Station/HH\{ Facility Work Prugram: Todd Dugdale, Bill Potter and
Mchael Sievers of URS Corporatiorg updated the Board on the progress being made on the
Transfer Station/tlousehold llazardous Waste Facility and the next steps to be taken. Todd
reviewed the implementation schedule withthe Board. The Railroad Avenue site has been selected
as the preferred site. They have errtered into a purchase agreement for this site, subject to certain
conditions being met. Bill Potter stated that they expect to receive the appraisal ofthe prop€rty
sometime this week. Todd stated they are obtaining a water availability letter frorn the City of St.
Helens in coqiunction with their review of the zoning compliance. LDS is aknost finished with the
on-site sewage evaluation and a land survey is bemg cornpleted. Meetings have been held with
ODOT ard Portland Western Railroad concerning the railroad crossing issues. The seller is to
remove all junk offthe site, but that has not yet happened. Regarding the zoning cornpliance step,
the Planning Commission must determine tbart atransfer station mcilify is similar to pennitted uses
in a heavy industrial z,one. Notice was given to all property owners and a meeting was held. Only
four property owners attended and they were oppos€d to the transfer station The Planning
Commission will be hearing this issue on May 5, 2003.

Amendment #9 to URS Service Agreement: The next step is the proaurement of a vendor to
desigrS construct and operate the Transfer StationAII{W Facility and to provide transportation and
landfill services. Todd has drafted an amendrnent to the conftact with URS Corporation to assist
with the rernaining steps. Services are proposed in 6 tasks for a proposed contract cost of $43,000.
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Funds are available from the Transfer Station and Landfill rate differential payments. The work
would be completed over the next year according to the implementation schedule.

After discussion, Commissioner Hyde moved and Cornmissioner Corsiglia seconded to authorize
staffto prepare an anrendment to the contract with URS Corporation. The motion canied
unanimously.

oRpER NO. 27-200,3 -, AMENDING QONpTTIONS OF QRpER.NO.,9-2003:

Sarah Tyson previously discussed this with the Board the controversy that arose around condition
#2(EXii) in final Order No. 9-2003. Mr. Morten was coneerned with this condition which required
road overlay, drainage, bike lanes, curbs and sidewalks. Sarah spoke withLand Developrnent
Services about the fact that this in a rural area and curbs and sidewalks are not appropriate under
the road standards. Further there is not adequate space between the existing road and the power
poles to safely require the applicant to construct bike lanes. Therefore, Sarah has amended the
condition to read as follows: "Make road improvements to Sykes roadfronting lot 03202, to
include raad overlcy, drainage, widening to 12 feet of centerline, and a 5 foot gravel shoulder.
Prior to construction of the righraf-way, a permlt is requiredfrom the Road Depamnent". Dave
Hill npt with Mr. Morten at the site and informed him of needed to be done. Mr. Morten was not
totally in agreerrent but mid he could live with that. After discussioru Commissioner Hyde moved
and Commissioner Corsiglia seconded to approve Order No. 27-2003 (Anrending Order No. 9-
2003), 'In the ldatter of Arending Condition 2(EXii) ofMP 0l-09 in Order No. 9-2003 Regarding
Required Road Improvements". The rnotion canied unanimously

LINEAR TRAIL:

Commissioner Hyde reported that the County received the grant for the Linear Trail.

MOR$E BROS_. AIPEAI,S:

Sarah infornpd the Board that the County received a written withdrawal from Morse Bros. on their
appeal ofthe Site Design Review. We also received a withdrawal fiom the City of ColumbinCW
for their app€al. T\e2417 permit was not appealed and will not be coming before the Board.
Thereforg the ouly Morse Bros. issues coming before the Board will be the two operating permits.

EXACUTIYE SES$ION UIIDEB OR$112-.660(1Xh) - PENDING LITIG+a,,TIONr

The Executive Session was carried over to the following Board meeting.

With nothing ftrther coming before the Board the rneeting was adjourned.

Dated at St. Helens, Oregonthis 22d day ofApril, 2003.
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NOTE: A tape ofthis meeting is available for purchase by the public or interested parties.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR couNr{: oREGoN

Chair

Hyde,
Jan

)


